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Sun Tzu said, “The management of a large force is the same as
the management of a small force. It is only a matter of
organization.
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Whether one fights against a large force or a small force the
guiding principle is the same. It is a matter of using arrays and
signals.
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In order to ensure the success of meeting the attacks of the
enemy, the fighting forces should be judiciously divided into
regulars and reservists.
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When one delivers attacks on the enemy the impact should be
forcible like a grindstone crushing eggs. In order to be able to do
thus he must ascertain the strength and weakness of the enemy.
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In every battle the regulars should be used at the
commencement of fighting but only a judicious use of the reservists
can ensure victory.
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The adept in marshaling the reservists is as resourceful as

heaven, earth and rivers; as versatile as sun and moon; and as
perennial as the four seasons.
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There are not more than five musical note yet combinations of
these notes produce an endless number of melodies.
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There are not more than five colours yet combinations of these
colours produce an endless number of beautiful objects.
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There are not more than five flavours yet combinations of
these flavours produce an endless number of palatable food.
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Similarly in delivering attacks one's choice is confined to
using either the regulars or the reservists, yet the variation is
endless. One may lead to the other like moving in a circle and
never reaching the end. Indeed who can know all possible
variations?
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It is the sudden push that enables rushing torrents to move
stones. It is the correct timing that enables flying falcons to pounce
upon preys.
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Similarly the adept in warfare attacks with terrific speed and
perfect timing . His readiness to stage a push is like a taut bow and
his timing is like releasing a trigger.
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The movements of the troops may have the appearance of
confusion and disorder but in reality everything is done according
to rule and order.
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To be able to simulate disorder one must possess discipline.
To be able to simulate fear one must possess courage, to be able to
simulate weakness one must possess strength.
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Order or disorder depends on organization. Courage or fear
depends on the manner an advance is being pushed. Strength or
weakness depends on appearance.

red B 0 A2 0 R A 2 e Bezs s e

N I
Z_ ) Ay = Z 0°

He who knows how to weary the enemy keeps them chasing



about by deceitful appearances. He would purposely give away
something which the enemy are eager to accept. He would make
them leave their position by holding out baits so that his men could
ambush them.
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The adept in warfare always seeks victory from an opportune
situation, and relies little on the efforts of the individuals. He
chooses men to fit the situation. In this his action is comparable to
moving logs and stones. It is the nature of logs and stones that
when they are placed on a secure base they tend to remain firm;
when they are placed on an insecure base they tend to shift about;
when they are cornered they tend to stand still; and when they are
round they tend to roll about.
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The adept in warfare is able to push his army in manner
comparable to the onrush of round stones rolling down from a
mountain slope of thousands of feet high-due to momentum.’
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