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CHAPTER IV TACTICS
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Sun Tzu said , ~ In ancient times the adepts in warfare would first

place themselves in an invulnerable position before they would wait to
seize some favourable opportunity to defeat the enemy.

FEE R o T AR

To secure oneself against defeat depends on one's own efforts,
while the opportunity of victory must be afforded by the enemy.
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Thus even the adepts in warfare can only prepare themselves
secure against defeat but they cannot be sure of opportunities for
victory , which must be provided by the enemy.
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Therefore it may be said : One may know victory but no one can
Create victory.
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To secure oneself against defeat means defensive tactics. To fight
for victory means offensive tactics.
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When one has an inferior force it is best to adopt defensive tactics.
When one has a superior force it is best to adopt offensive tactics.
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An adept in defensive tactics is able to place his forces in the most
inaccessible place of safety. An adept in offensive tactics is able to
marshal his forces on all vantage grouds. Therefore, one is able to
preserve his forces intact, while the other is able to win a complete
victory.
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To be able to win a victory that is within the calculations of
everybody does not deserve the highest praises.
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To be able to conquer the whole Empire because of the skill in
killing does not deserve the highest praises.
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To be able to lift a thin hair does not indicate unusual strength. To
be able to see the sun and moon does not indicate sharp vision. To be

¥5F 2 12F



able to hear thunderings does not indicate sensitive audition.
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By the standard of the ancients the adepts in warfare are those who
not only can win but also can win with ease and in the way unexpected
by most men.
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Therefore, in the case of the adepts in warfare victories often fail
to bring them praises for either wisdom or courage. They are able to
win without exception because they would make victory certain before
they commence action.
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The adept in warfare is one who places himself in an invulnerable
position and does not miss a favourable opportunity to defeat the
enemy.
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The winner iIs one who always makes sure of success before he
challenges the enemy. The loser is one who always challenges the
enemy before he makes sure of success.
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The adept in warfare sees to it that he first has a good moral cause
and a strict military discipline at the same time. Because of this he can
always be sure of victory.
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The science of war may be summarized under these headings :
- v R

Measurement of distances

— v g
Estimation of costs

=

Calculation of forces

=
Balancing of possibilities
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Planning for victory
Hi}i’}iiﬁ’#iﬁ(’ﬁ("”%ﬁ_ %ﬁ_"‘&j‘o

As regards the geographical distances we use measurement. On
the measurement of distances we make an estimation of expenses. On
the estimation of expenses we make a calculation of forces. On the
calculation of forces we balance the possibilities of success and failure.
On the possibilities of success and failure we make plans for victory.
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An army confident of victory easily outmatch an army of
defeatists just as a weight of 20 taels easily outbalances a weight of
1/24 tael. The onrush of an army confident of victory may be compared
to floods of water rushing into a chasm of thousands of fathoms
deep-due to the difference in elevation.’
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