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Sun Tzu said, In the actual conduct of war there may be in the
field as many as thousands of chariots and carriages,tens of
thousands of armed men. Provisions may have to be carried over
distances of thousands of lii. The military expenses for an army of
100,000 men - direct and indirect, guests' entertainment fees, costs
of equipments and supplies - may amount as much as thousands of
taels of silver per day.
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When victory is long delayed the ardour and morale of the
army tends to become dampened. When the siege on a city is
prolonged the fighting strength tends to become exhausted. When
the campaign is protracted the state treasury tends to become
impoverished.
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When the army's ardour and morale is dampened,when the
fighting strength is exhausted, and when the state treasury is
impoverished,it will be an opportunity for other state sovereigns to
take advantage. Under such weakened conditions even the most
resourceful men will not be able to make amends.
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Thus the stupid may sometimes score quick succrss but even
the most clever must fail in a protracted warfare.There has never
been a case where a prolonged warfare proved beneficial to any
State.
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Therefore those who are not fully aware of the dangers of war
cannot know the most profitable way of waging wars.
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The adepts in warfare see to it that the army will need no
second conscription and that the provisions will not need
replenishment more than twice. The necessary armament are
brought from home and the army are made to live by foraging on

the enemy. In this way there will always be sufficient food supply
for the army.
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When military provisions have to be transported over long
distances it tends to impoverish the state treasury as well as the
whole people.

' £ 13§

)

o

R
J



EREFET R R R RE MR

When military operations are close by the prices of things tend
to soar, and high prices tend to deplete the stores of the people.
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In proportion as the wealth of the country becomes
depleted,levies and taxes tend to become heavier.
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This depletion of wealth and resources may amount on the
part of the people as much as seven-tenths of their total
possessions. On the part of the State the expenses for such items as
chariots, horses, armaments, etc. may amount to as much as
six-tenths of its total revenues.
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Therefore the wise general makes it possible for the army to
forage on the enemy. One measure of provision or provender
seized from the enemy is worth twenty times his own.
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That which drives men to kill the enemy is provocation, and
that which makes conquest of the enemy profitable is loot.
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chariots or more should be rewarded. After changing colours the
captured chariots should be incorporated into service, While kind
treatment should be accorded to the captives. This is the way to
increase one’s own strength by appropriating the resources of the
vanquished.
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Therefore in war one should aim at swift victory and avoid
prolonged campaign.
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The adepts in warfare hold in there hands the destiny of the
people and the security of the state.
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