We Shall Overcome
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Our mission is at once the oldest and the most basic of this
country: to right wrong, to do justice, to serve man.
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In our time we have come to live with the moments of great
crisis. Our lives have been marked with debate about great
Issues—issues of war and peace, issues of prosperity and
depression. But rarely in any time does an issue lay bare the secret
heart of America itself. Rarely are we met with a challenge, not to
our growth or abundance, or our welfare or our security, but rather
to the values, and the purposes, and the meaning of our beloved
nation.
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The issue of equal rights for American Negroes is such an
issue. And should we defeat every enemy, and should we double
our wealth and conquer the stars, and still be unequal to this issue,
then we will have failed as a people and as a nation. For with a
country as with a person, "What is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul?"
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There is no Negro problem. There is no Southern problem.
There is no Northern problem. There is only an American problem.
And we are met here tonight as Americans—not as Democrats or
Republicans. We are met here as Americans to solve that problem.
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This was the first nation in the history of the world to be
founded with a purpose. The great phrases of that purpose still
sound in every American heart, North and South: "All men are
created equal,” "government by consent of the governed," "give me
liberty or give me death." Well, those are not just clever words, or
those are not just empty theories. In their name Americans have
fought and died for two centuries, and tonight around the world
they stand there as guardians of our liberty, risking their lives.
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Those words are a promise to every citizen that he shall share
in the dignity of man. This dignity cannot be found in a man's
possessions; it cannot be found in his power, or in his position. It
really rests on his right to be treated as a man equal in opportunity
to all others. It says that he shall share in freedom, he shall choose
his leaders, educate his children, provide for his family according
to his ability and his merits as a human being.

TEEERF - A ATRUERE ) RS RN PG LA
8 Bo A E B Ak p iRt A 0 4 2 Ak ERS

%ﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ%{%é*iiﬁ"‘?ﬁﬁﬁ“'wgo#
’~¢{€ﬁa’i‘§’ﬁ}\?3ﬁéﬁgd ’E”ﬁlﬁﬁfnﬁg«f | > F % 3 :Lf:g_mé
crTfEfl o pE L T t&g,*’ux;ﬁaga@mﬁn;;%ﬁ
FEREZEFRGED ©

But even if we pass this bill, the battle will not be over. What
happened in Selma is part of a far larger movement which reaches
into every section and State of America. It is the effort of American
Negroes to secure for themselves the full blessings of American
life. Their cause must be our cause too. Because it's not just
Negroes, but really it's all of us, who must overcome the crippling
legacy of bigotry and injustice.
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And so | say to all of you here, and to all in the nation tonight,
that those who appeal to you to hold on to the past do so at the cost

of denying you your future.
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This great, rich, restless country can offer opportunity and
education and hope to all, all black and white, all North and South,

sharecropper and city dweller.

BB Es aﬁe ~RIEH € h‘%T%P% IR R w595 AT

7 4}’61‘%‘%517%}3‘@ TAeAE F o e 0y hR A frd A s A7y
At 3 A dea A o 1 E AT Il A feis T AR o

These are the enemies: poverty, ignorance, disease. They're

our enemies, not our fellow man, not our neighbor. And these

enemies too—poverty, disease, and ignorance: we shall overcome.
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